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eyes the figure of the aged, venerable fighter, Vaillant,
the former Blanquist and member of the Paris Com-
mune. All gave him due respect, but we nevertheless
could not shut our ears to the counter-arguments
which Jules Guesde presented to the convention with
deep passion and a penetrating logic. Guesde declared
that calling a general strike in the event of war would
be possible only in countries with a very advanced
labour movement, with the result that backward
countries, unhampered by an effective strike, would
be given great advantages. This would be a result
certainly not intended by the authors of the motion.
But when the delegates to the Paris convention
separated, there was already doubt whether any of us
would have the opportunity to go to Vienna, On the
international horizon dark clouds were gathering.
Temporarily the attention of the French, especially
that of the Parisians, was captured by another event:
the trial of Madame Caillaux, wife of a French cabinet
minister. Madame Caillaux had armed herself with
a revolver, had gone to the editorial department of
the reactionary Paris paper Figaro, had obtained
admission to the editor-in-chief, Calmette, and had
shot him dead. What had provoked this extra-
ordinary act? Calmette had been carrying on a
malicious campaign of slander in his paper against
Joseph Caillaux and had uttered calumnies against his
married life. Most Parisians sided with Madame
Caillaux, who had not told her husband of her inten-
tion before committing the murder. All Paris talked
of the trial as if the life and liberty of Madame Caillaux
were much more important that the impending
decision for war or peace.